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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 



1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The claims are 
allowable over the cited prior arts because said prior arts do not disclose or make obvious a 
method for encapsulating a sensitive material comprising plating the sensitive material onto a solid 
carrier in an inert atmosphere to form a plated material, and encapsulating the plated material. The 
closest prior art to Liu et al 5,580,593 discloses a process for encapsulating sensory agents 
wherein an emulsion is sprayed onto a solid carrier by atomizing through a nozzle using an 
atomizing gas such as nitrogen or carbon dioxide. The prior art does not disclose the use of an 
atmosphere of inert gas when the sensitive material is plated onto the solid carrier. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Sam A. Acquah whose telephone number is (703) 308-2436. 
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